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WEATHER : 


SPECIAL 


Summary  of  the  February  1954  Monthly  Narrative  Report 
YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

Warm  early  part  month.      .81"  precipitation.     Maximum 
49°  minimum  3°  Mammoth.     Snow  depths.     Record  low 
-66°  broken  by  -68°  in  Montana.  <^J^  <~&  <+*u^f-^/ 


ACTIVITIES: 


INSPECTIONS: 


PUBLICITY: 


PLANS  AND 
SURVEYS: 


CONSTRUCTION: 


MAINTENANCE: 


COMPLAINTS: 


CONCESSIONERS: 


CHAPEL: 


INTERPRETIVE 
SERVICES: 


IMS. 


Rogers  in  Denver;  to  Cheyenne  meeting  of  Fish  and  Game 
&  NPS  officials;  returning  early  March.  Hamilton  Act. 
Supt.  Joffe  to  Wash.  Office  committee  planning  Supt. 
Conf.,  then  annual  leave.  Mattson  back  from  Wash. 
Omaha.  Kittams  to  Glacier.  Wohlbrandt  to  Omaha. 
Wright  to  Rocky  Mtn.  &  Denver,  Robinson  &  Miller  to 
Columbus,  McMullin  &  Quist  to  Ogden,  for  surplus. 
Quarters  rates  approved:  all  effective  14th.  Announce- 
ments unassembled  exams  for  ranger,  naturalist  &  wage 
board  positions.  C.  S.  Board  appointed.  1-2 

C.  S.  Investigator,  Asst.  Supt.  Geo.  Miller  of  Glacier, 

Forester  Frank  Childs  from  Omaha,  USGS  men  in  for 

water  gage  readings.  3 

Marler  article  on  hot  springs  in  science  magazine. 
Yellowstone  material  in  Casper  annual  edition.  Proofs 
of  Govt.  &  Company  folders  reviewed.  6000  broadsides. 

Wohlbrandt  in  Omaha  on  road  estimates  etc.  Asst. 

Engineers  planning  for  gasoline  tanks  at  Gardiner  & 

made  office  space  report.  Mattson  gone  most  month.     3 

Closed  down  except  hospital  heating  plant  project.      3 

Snow  drifted;  much  plowing*.  Considerable  sanding. 

Sign  making.  3-4 

One  complaint  letter. 

Reservations  mgr.   here.     N.   Park  Concessioners  Conf. 
at  San  F.     Annual  Reports  for  Doctors  &  Haynes 
received.     Joint  Venture  Agreement  for  gasoline  sta- 
tions approved.     Ice  rate  2$  lb.;  more  ice  machines.  4 

Sunday  School,  Youth  Fellowship,   Church.  4 

Talks  to  Clyde  Park  PTA  &  Livingston  women's  club. 
Visit  of  German  teacher  &  companion.  Films  loaned 
Glacier  5 
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MUSEUMS: 


2  Old  Faithful  exhibit  plans.  Artifacts  added. 
Study  skins,  etc.  preserved. 


Page 
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RESEARCH  AND 
OBSERVATION 


Caslick  article  on  cranes  reviewed.  Elmore  collected 
elk  heads  &  data  for  Kittams.  Herbarium  work  by  Elmore. 
McHugh  in  with  bison  article.  Watson  research  &  map 
Norris  Basin.  Red  fox  seen  in  Mammoth.  5-6 

NATURAL  HISTORY  Mrs.  Quist  clerk  part-time.  Supply  Beal  books  bought. 
ASSOCIATION:  Haynes  Guide  sent  Region.  3  public  address  units 

ordered.  Judge  Broim  work  on  Articles  of  Incorporation, 
Constitution  &  By-Laws  for  Assn.  6 

Staff  meeting.  Accounting  training  session.  Ski 

training.  Weekly  News.  6-7 

1091  in  309  cars  (increase);  79  by  snowplane.  7 

Wildlife  management.  Ski  patrols.  Trail  maps,  manual 
revisions,  files  reorganized,  job  descriptions,  etc.     7 

Telephone  Co.  men,  German  teacher  &  companion,  Mont. 
State  College  professor  &  students.  Universal  Inter- 
national News  photographer,  &  LOOK  Magazine  photographers.  7-& 

52  shot  and  taken  by  Indians. 

Northern  herd  hunting  season  closed;  total  422  taken. 
171  killed  open  range,  60  live  shipments.  Reduction 
this  herd  season  to  date:  live  shipments  153?  acci- 
dentally killed  6,  direct  control  171,  hunter  kill  422, 
total  reduction  752.  3-9 

Kittams'  observations  range  conditions. 


IN-SERVICE 
TRAINING: 


TRAVEL: 


RANGER 
SERVICE: 

SPECIAL 
VISITORS: 


BUFFALO: 


ELK  REDUCTION 


RANGE: 


FOREST  FIRES: 


TRAILS: 


BLISTER  RUST: 


RANCH  AND 
CORRAL: 


Childs  in,  discussed  firefighting  plan,  training 
Indians,  etc. 

New  grinder.  Trail  maps.  Trail  worker  applications. 

Truck  received  &  being  fitted  use  as  bus,  etc.  Program 
reviewed  with  Childs. 

Work  on  riding  &  pack  equipment.  Gentling  &  training 
young  horses.  Feeding  horse  &  mule  herd. 


ACCIDENTS:      Two  vehicle  accidents  on  Gallatin  road. 
LAW  ENFORCEMENT:  FBI  man  in. 


DEATHS: 


Father  of  Mrs.  Thomas  Somerville.     Jack  Croney,   former 
long-time  employee  of  Y.  P.   Co. 
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MARRIAGES! 


£§££ 


Wm.  Mardis  &  "Jo"  Higby;  Dale  Nuss  &  Lou  Berne  Winberg 
married.  10 


PERSONNEL: 


Chief  Ranger  Brown  returned  from  military  leave. 
Property  Clerk  McLeod  resigned;  resumed  carpentry  work. 
Wm.  Olson  promoted  to  Painter  Foreman.  Payroll 
Supervisor  Hotchkiss  transferring  to  Personnel  Asst., 
Southwestern  Nat'l  Monuments.  10-11 


MISCELLANEOUS:   FEU  meeting.  AFGE  meeting  and  election. 
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A2823 

UNITED  STATES  Report  lml 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

YELLOWSTONE  PARK,  WYO. 


March  11,  1954 

Memorandum 

To:      The  Director 

From:     Acting  Superintendent,  Yellox\rstone  National  Park 

Subject:  Monthly  Report  for  February  1954 

Following  is  the  report  of  activities  for  Yellowstone 
National  Park  during  the  month  of  February  1954: 

Weather  Conditions.  Temperatures  for  the  first  half  of  the 
month  were  higher  than  normal  due  to  a  series  of  somewhat  stationary 
high  pressures  which  prevented  storms  from  reaching  Yellowstone.  The 
total  precipitation  at  headquarters  for  the  month  was  only  .81  inch 
with  a  total  snowfall  of  15.7  inches.  The  maximum  temperature  recorded 
at  headquarters  was  49°  on  the  7th  and  the  minimum  was  3°  on  the  19th. 
Snow  depths  as  of  February  28  for  the  various  stations  in  the  park 
were  as  follows:  Mammoth  9",  Tower  Fall  17 M,  Lamar  15",  Northeast 
Entrance  33",  Lake  38",  Snake  River  56",  West  Yellowstone  42",  East 
Entrance  34",  Canyon  47 'S  Continental  Divide  72",  Aster  Creek  90", 
Lewis  River  Divide  116",  Coulter  Meadow  72",  and  Grassy  Lake  81". 

Our  long- standing  record  for  the  minimum  temperature  in  the 
United  States,  -66°  recorded  at  Riverside  Station  near  West  Yellowstone 
in  February  1933,  was  reported  broken  on  January  20  with  -68  recorded 
at  the  Weather  Bureau's  Rogers  Pass  station  about  40  airline  miles 
northwest  of  Helena,  Montana.  * 

Special  Activities.  Superintendent  Rogers  was  on  assignment 
in  Denver  throughout  the  month  in  connection  with  his  project  on  the 
legislative  history  of  areas  administered  by  the  National  Park  Service. 
On  February  26  he,  with  Director  Wirth  and  Regional  Director  Baker, 
went  to  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  to  attend  a  meeting  the  following  day  of 
State  Fish  and  Game  Department  and  National  Park  Service  officials  on 
the  Jackson  Hole  elk  herd.  The  meeting  was  also  attended  by  Superin- 
tendent Oberhansley,  Chief  Ranger  Judge,  Park  Naturalist  Jepson  and 
Biologist  Murie  all  of  Teton.  Mr.  Rogers  expects  to  return  to  the  park 
the  early  part  of  March.  Assistant  Superintendent  Hamilton  continued 
as  Acting  Superintendent  during  the  month. 
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Administrative  Assistant  Joffe  left  February  3  for  Washington, 
D.  C.  to  serve  on  a  planning  committee  for  the  next  Superintendents 
Conference,  having  been  selected  with  Superintendent  Canfield  of  Rocky 
Mountain  to  represent  Region  Two  at  the  meeting.  As  committee  chairman 
he  was  on  assignment  there  through  the  19th  at  which  time  he  started  on 
annual  leave,  expecting  to  visit  in  New  York  and  Missouri  before  returning 
to  the  park  about  the  end  of  March. 

Resident  Landscape  Architect  Mattson,  who  has  been  on  assign- 
ment in  the  Region  Two  and  Washington  Offices  since  January  9  on  Yellow- 
stone programming  and  other  Yellowstone  and  Grand  Teton  matters,  returned 
to  the  park  February  20. 

Biologist  Kittams  left  February  7  for  Glacier  to  participate  in 
elk  hazing  operations  and  to  review  elk  problems.  He  returned  on  the 
12th. 

Park  Engineer  Wohlbrandt  departed  February  13  for  Omaha  to 
confer  on  1955  Fiscal  Year  road  estimates,  other  road  matters,  etc., 
returning  on  the  22nd. 

Storekeeper  Wright  left  February  9  via  train  for  Rocky 
Mountain  National  Park  and  Denver  to  get  a  surplus  truck  and  other 
equipment,  returning  February  15. 

Mechanical  Supervisor  Robinson  and  Shop  Foreman  Miller  made  a 
trip  to  Columbus,  Montana,  February  10  to  haul  back  a  surplus  Diesel 
light  plant  for  the  park. 

Electrical  Supervisor  McMullin  and  Plumber  Quist  departed  for 
Ogden,  Utah,  February  15  for  surplus  property  and  returned  on  the  19th. 

The  revised  quarters  rental  rates  were  approved  by  the  Region 
Two  Office  as  recommended  by  the  Local  Park  Quarters  Appraisal  Board. 
The  final  rental  rates  for  the  park,  including  those  on  which  appeals 
were  made  and  approved,  became  effective  February  14. 

Copies  of  unassembled  examination  Announcement  No.  395, 
issued  February  16,  1954,  for  seasonal  park  ranger,  naturalist, 
historian,  and  archeologist,  GS-4,  for  duty  in  the  National  Park 
Service,  were  received  and  former  seasonal  park  rangers  and  naturalists 
and  other  applicants  were  notified  of  the  examination.  Also,  copies  of 
unassembled  examination  Announcements  Nos.  10-65-1  and  10-65-2,  issued 
February  15,  for  permanent  and  seasonal  wage  board  positions  in  Yellow- 
stone National  Park  were  received  and  distributed  to  various  post 
offices  in  this  vicinity  and  to  interested  applicants. 

The  Tenth  Civil  Service  Region  by  letter  of  February  16 
designated  the  following  to  serve  on  the  Board  of  Civil  Service 
Examiners  for  Yellowstone  National  Park:  Philip  H.  Wohlbrandt, 
Chairman;  William  G.  Proper,  Executive  Secretary;  and  Ernest  R.  I. 
Anderson,  Roger  H.  Miller  and  William  Wiggins,  Continuing  Members. 
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Inspections.  Wilbur  L.  Rusho,  Civil  Service  Investigator, 
Casper,  Wyoming,  on  assignment  from  the  Denver  Civil  Service  Commission 
Office,  arrived  February  4  to  interview  various  employees  regarding 
two  certain  employees  in  connection  with  their  possible  appointments  as 
Civil  Service  Investigators. 

George  W.  Miller,  Assistant  Superintendent,  Glacier  National 
Park,  and  Mrs.  Miller,  visited  in  the  park  February  6  to  9. 

Frank  W.  Childs,  Forester,  Region  Two  Office,  arrived  February 
15  to  confer  on  various  forestry  matters,  departing  February  19. 

J.  R.  Spofford  and  William  H.  Tuttle,  U.  S.  Geological  Survey, 
Boise,  Idaho,  made  a  trip  February  18  and  19  by  SnoCat  from  West  Yellow- 
stone to  Yellowstone  Lake  and  on  the  20th  came  to  Mammoth  and  Tower 
Fall  by  automobile  via  Bozeraan  to  inspect  water  gaging  stations. 

Publicity.  An  article  by  Park  Naturalist  George  Marler,  "Does 
the  Cold  of  Winter  Affect  the  Thermal  Intensity  of  the  Hot  Springs  in 
Yellowstone  National  Park"  appeared  in  the  American  Journal  of  Science 
for  January.  It  was  based  on  his  winter  observations  at  Old  Faithful 
in  1951  and  1952. 

The  February  14  issue  of  the  Casper  Tribune-Herald,  the  36th 
Annual  Wyoming  Edition,  contained  an  article  on  Yellowstone  National 
Park  travel  for  1953  and  a  story  in  connection  therewith  giving  the 
highlights  of  last  year's  operations,  from  information  furnished  from 
this  area,  as  well  as  several  Yellowstone  pictures. 

Proofs  of  the  Yellowstone  broadside  for  1954  and  of  the 
Yellowstone  Park  Company's  "A"  and  "B"  Folders  and  "Accommodations  and 
Services"  leaflet  were  reviewed  and  necessary  changes  recommended. 

A  total  of  6,000  Yellowstone  broadsides  for  1953  remained  on 
hand  at  the  end  of  February. 

Plans,  Maps  and  Surveys.  Park  Engineer  Wohlbrandt  spent  the 
week  February  15  to  19  in  the  Regional  Office  preparing  the  1955  fiscal 
year  road  estimates.  Assistant  Engineers  Thuring  and  Cummings  made 
survey  and  prepared  plans  for  government  gasoline  storage  tanks  at 
Gardiner  and  made  up  an  office  space  report  which  had  been  requested. 
Resident  Landscape  Architect  Matt son  was  away  until  the  20th  in  the 
Regional  and  Washington  Offices  on  Yellowstone  and  Teton  matters. 

Construction.  All  construction  projects  are  closed  dovm  for 
the  winter  except  Account  231.01,  Replacing  the  Heating  Plant  at  the 
Mammoth  Hospital,  Building  No.  18,  which  project  is  95$  complete. 

Maintenance.  Snowfall  during  the  month  was  rather  light  but 

high  winds  piled  the  snow  in  drifts  and  it  was  necessary  to  plox*  the 
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roads  quite  often.  Elk  trapping  continued  and  plowing  the  roads  to  the 
traps  was  necessary  at  times  when  the  main  roads  were  open.  Sanding 
the  roads  around  Mammoth  and  from  Mammoth  to  Gardiner  has  been  much 
more  frequent  this  winter  than  usual  due  to  so  much  mild  weather. 

The  maintenance  crex^s  continued  on  their  sign  program  when 
not  plowing  roads  and  have  made  a  large  number  of  both  wooden  signs 
and  signs  mounted  on  concrete  bases. 

Complaints.  One  letter  of  complaint  was  received  in  February 
regarding  the  handling  of  reservations  by  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company 
and  on  the  Company's  failure  to  reply  to  the  complainant's  letter 
regarding  same. 

Concessioners.  Carl  Glass,  Reservations  Manager  for  the 
Yellow  stone  Park  Company,  arrived  February  1  and  started  handling  hotel, 
cottage,  lodge  and  tourist  cabin  reservations  at  their  winter  office 
at  Gardiner. 

The  Western  Conference  of  National  Park  Concessioners  xiras 
held  February  1  and  2  in  San  Francisco,  with  W.  M.  Nichols,  John  Q. 
Nichols  and  Huntley  Child,  Jr.  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company,  Trevor  S. 
Povah  of  Hamilton  Stores,  Inc.,  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Haynes  of  Haynes  Inc. 
representing  the  Yellowstone  concessions. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  Drs.  Alfred  M.  Lueck  and  John  A.  Pearson 
and  of  Haynes  Inc.  for  the  year  ending  December  31 >  1953,  were  received 
February  3  and  18,  respectively,  and  transmitted  to  the  Washington  and 
Regional  Offices. 

Copies  were  received  February  8  of  letters  of  January  29  from 
Director  Wirth  to  C.  A.  Hamilton  and  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company  advis- 
ing the  Joint  Venture  Agreement  between  them  covering  operation  of 
gasoline  service  stations  was  approved  by  the  National  Park  Service. 

Approval  was  received  February  26  from  Regional  Director  Baker 
on  the  increase  requested  by  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company  in  the  rate 
for  ice  sold  in  the  park  from  10  to  2$  per  pound.  In  this  connection 
Mr.  Nichols  has  reported  they  are  contemplating  installation  of  three 
ice-making  machines,  at  Old  Faithful  Lodge,  Lake  Lodge  and  Fishing 
Bridge,  as  additional  facilities  for  providing  ice  to  the  public. 

Religious  Services  and  Chapel  Use.  The  regular  Sunday  School 
services  were  held  each  Sunday  morning  in  the  Yellowstone  National  Park 
Chapel  at  10:30.  The  Youth  Fellox^ship  met  in  the  Chapel  at  6:00  on  the 
evening  of  the  21st.  The  Reverend  Dunn  of  Livingston,  Montana,  conducted 
interdenominational,  protestant  services  on  this  same  date  in  the  Chapel 
at  7:30  p.m. 
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Interpretive  Services.  Chief  Park  Naturalist  Condon  presented 
a  talk  to  the  P.T.A.  at  Clyde  Park,  Montana,  on  the  evening  of  the 
15th  at  8:30  and  at  that  time  discussed  Yellowstone's  large  mammals. 
There  were  115  persons  in  attendance.  On  the  18th  Mr.  Condon  presented 
a  talk  on  Yellowstone  Park  to  the  Federated  Women's  Club  at  Livingston 
and  there  were  J>0   women  in  attendance.  This  talk  was  presented  at  9:00  p.m, 

Mr.  Moedl,  of  Lyman,  Wyoming,  brought  to  Yellowstone  a  German 
teacher,  Mr.  Walter  Kalthegener,  of  Essen,  Germany,  on  the  17th.  Mr. 
Kalthegener  was  very  anxious  to  see  as  much  of  Yellowstone  as  possible 
and  Senator  Hunt  had  urged  he  be  given  as  much  help  as  we  could  conven- 
iently provide.  These  men  were  shown  the  headquarters  museum  and  then 
the  l6mm  sound  motion  picture  entitled  "Geyserland"  was  shown  to  them 
so  that  they  would  have  a  better  idea  of  what  Yellowstone  Park  has  to 
offer  in  the  way  of  inspirational  resources. 

Two  of  Yellowstone's  magnetic-type  sound,  16mm  motion  pictures 
were  loaned  to  Glacier  National  Park  for  their  use  in  presenting  pro- 
grams in  the  vicinity  of  Glacier.  The  films  loaned  i^ere:   "Wild  Animal 
Heaven"  and  "Mudpots,  Pools,  Geysers  of  Mysterious  Yellowstone."  A 
report  from  Glacier  on  the  use  of  these  films  for  the  month  of  February 
indicated  they  have  been  popularly  received  there,  with  a  total  attendance 
of  1,395  at  the  animal  picture  showings  and  640  at  the  geyser  film  show- 
ings. 

Museum  Activities  and  Exhibits.  Two  more  exhibit  case  plans 
were  completed  and  sent  to  the  Director's  Office  during  the  month. 
These  were:   "What  is  Sinter?"  and  "Comparative  Heights  of  Geysers. ;| 
In  addition  to  the  completion  of  these  plans,  there  were  two  accessions 
of  museum  artifacts  with  26  items  being  catalogued.  All  of  the  collection 
of  study  skins,  herbarium  specimens,  and  other  perishables  were  given 
preservative  treatment  during  the  month. 

Research  and  Observation.  An  article  prepared  for  publication 
in  The  Auk  was  received  from  Mr.  James  Caslick,  seasonal  Park  Ranger, 
who  was  stationed  at  Lake  last  summer.  This  article  dealt  with  a 
series  of  observations  on  the  nesting  habits  and  social  behavior  of 
sandhill  crane  in  Hayden  Valley.  It  was  reviewed  and  returned  to  Mr. 
Caslick  for  release  to  the  publishers. 

Park  Naturalist  Elmore  devoted  the  period  from  February  8 
through  the  15th  collecting  elk  heads  and  other  data  on  elk  which  were 
being  killed  by  the  protection  division  as  a  management  measure.  Mr. 
Elmore's  work  was  done  as  a  co-operative  gesture  to  help  Biologist 
Kittams  acquire  data  needed  in  his  elk  research  as  Mr.  Kittams  was 
absent  from  the  area  on  assignment  to  Glacier.  Mr.  Elmore  obtained 
heads  and  other  data  from  100  elk. 

Park  Naturalist  Elmore  spent  two  full  days  going  through  the 
herbarium  specimens  not  yet  filed  in  the  herbarium  cases  and  prepared 
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a  list  of  the  new  species  which  will  be  added  to  the  herbarium  when  these 
plants  are  mounted  and  placed  in  their  proper  folders.  This  listing  ran 
to  163  different  species  and  five  different  families. 

Mr.  Tom  McHugh,  who  has  been  three  years  conducting  a  research 
study  on  the  social  behavior  of  bison  in  the  wild  as  well  as  in  captivity, 
was  in  the  Chief  Park  Naturalist's  office  on  the  12th  and  13th.  At  that 
time,  Chief  Park  Naturalist  Condon  spent  two  days  going  over  Mr.  McHugh 's 
thesis,  which  he  is  submitting  for  an  advanced  degree,  and  making  sugges- 
tions for  some  changes  in  its  content.  When  Mr.  McHugh  was  here,  he  was 
loaned  pamphlets  from  the  library.  These  were  returned  at  month's  end. 

Park  Naturalist  Watson  spent  a  good  part  of  his  work  time 
during  the  month  continuing  his  research  on  the  Norris  Geyser  Basin 
surveying  thermal  phenomena  and  writing  a  detailed  description  of  that 
geyser  basin.  He  has  thoroughly  described  69  features  and  prepared  a 
complete  map  in  rough  form  of  the  geyser  basin. 

A  red  fox  frequented  the  Mammoth  residential  area  on  February  18, 
He  was  less  wary  of  people  than  are  coyotes  and  was  enjoyed  by  many  local 
residents. 

Natural  History  Association.  Mrs.  Alice  Quist worked  44  hours 
during  the  month  as  clerk  of  the  Association,  inventorying  book  sales 
stock,  handling  mail  sales  business,  working  on  negative  record  and 
filing  photographic  prints  in  the  album  file.  The  Association  purchased 
from  Caxton  Printers  the  last  1,500  copies  of  the  book  "The  Story  of 
Man  in  Yellowstone11  by  Dr.  Merrill  D.  Beal.  These  were  purchased  at  a 
total  cost  of  $2,922  to  the  Association  and  will  be  sold  at  the  informa- 
tion desks  at  the  price  of  $3  instead  of  $5  as  they  have  been  in  the  past. 
The  Association  sent  a  new  copy  of  the  Haynes  Guide  book  as  a  compli- 
mentary gift  to  the  Region  Two  library  in  Omaha.  On  February  24  an 
order  was  placed  with  Graybar  Electric  Company  of  Butte,  Montana,  for 
three  portapage  public  address  units  which  will  be  used  this  coming 
season  at  Canyon  and  Old  Faithful  by  naturalists  conducting  large  parties. 

Commissioner  James  E.  Brown,  as  Chairman  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  prepare  Articles  of  Incorporation  and  a  new  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  for  the  Yellowstone  Library  and  Museum  Association,  has 
completed  these  in  rough  draft  form.  The  material  has  been  reviewed  by 
Messrs.  Hamilton,  Watson,  Elmore,  Brown  and  the  Executive  Secretary. 
It  is  expected  that  it  will  be  presented  to  the  Board  of  Directors  some 
time  in  March  for  their  review  and  concurrence  if  such  is  their  wish. 

In-Service  Training.  A  staff  meeting  of  division  heads  was 
held  in  the  superintendent's  office  February  11. 

An  in-service  training  session  was  held  from  3  to  5  p.m. 
February  12  on  National  Park  Service  accounting  policies  and  precedures 
with  Fiscal  Accountant  Gabbert  conducting  the  program.  All  employees 
who  could  be  spared  from  their  duties  attended  the  session. 
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Chief  Ranger  Brown  gave  ski  patrol  rangers  in-service  training 
for  about  a  week  in  skiing  techniques. 

The  Yellowstone  Weekly  News  was  issued  each  Thursday  to  keep 
employees,  concessioners  and  others  currently  informed  of  park  happenings, 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel .  A  total  of  1,091  visitors 
in  309  vehicles  entered  the  park  this  month  as  compared  with  658  persons 
in  201  vehicles  for  the  same  month  last  year.  Seventy-nine  of  the 
visitors  entered  by  snowplane,  mostly  via  West  Yellowstone. 

Ranger  Service.  Wildlife  management  activities  continued  to 
take  most  of  the  protection  division  time,  the  buffalo  reduction  being 
completed  the  6th,  and  from  then  on  time  was  devoted  to  elk  trapping, 
live  shipments  and  slaughter  for  various  Indian  tribes. 

A  ski  patrol  was  made  to  outlying  stations  beginning  on  the 
16th  by  Weasel  to  Lake.  From  there  Rangers  Reynolds,  Freeman  and  Rohn 
made  the  Thorofare  patrol,  including  Fox  Creek  and  Hawks  Rest,  returning 
to  Lake  on  the  24th,  and  back  to  Mammoth  by  Weasel  on  the  25th.  Schoder 
and  Milligan,  who  also  went  to  Lake  by  Weasel  in  the  same  party,  left 
Lake  on  the  17th  and  patrolled  the  Lamar  area  including  Frost  Lake  and 
the  Upper  Miller  Creek  area.  They  returned  to  the  Lamar  Unit  on  the 
24th.  Weasel  operators  were  Ela  and  Murphy.  Chief  Ranger  Brown  operated 
the  Weasel  on  patrol  the  23rd,  24th  and  25th  to  Lake  and  vicinity  and 
pickup  of  the  Thorofare  patrol.  Other  ski  patrols  included  one  made  by 
Rangers  Gilbert  and  Jones  from  South  Entrance  to  West  Thumb  on  the  1st. 
They  rode  up  on  James  Braman's  snowplane  but  skied  back,  making  tele- 
phone repairs  and  staying  overnight  at  Aster  Creek.  Gunzel  and  Stitt 
from  West  Entrance  Ranger  Station  skied  into  the  park  seven  miles  the 
25th  repairing  the  telephone  line.  Anderson  and  Beal  from  West  Entrance 
made  a  ski  patrol  up  Cougar  Creek  on  the  2nd  and  3rd  and  made  the 
Bechler  patrol  from  the  8th  to  the  17th  which  included  Buffalo  Lake 
and  Cascade  Creek.  Hackett  made  patrols  in  the  Reese  Creek  area  on  the 
13th -14th  and  Nuss  and  Murphy  patrolled  to  Crevice  on  the  3rd.  Other 
ski  trips  were  made  in  connection  with  running  the  various  snow  courses. 

Other  activities  included  work  on  trail  maps  by  District 
Ranger  Stevens,  orders  for  supplies  for  field  stations  and  checking  for 
necessary  ranger  manual  revisions  by  Supervisory  Park  Ranger  Freeman, 
reorganizing  the  ranger  office  files  and  storing  old  files  largely 
handled  by  Clerk-Stenographer  Helen  Tracy,  job  description  revisions, 
correspondence,  etc. 

Special  Visitors.  Harry  C.  Fuqua,  retiring  Manager,  Mountain 
States  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company.  Livingston,  Montana,  who  has 
made  trips  into  the  park  for  many  years  on  telephone  business,  and  his 
successor,  Emil  Peterson,  formerly  of  Cut  Bank,  Montana,  and  the  Glacier 
vicinity,  were  in  the  office  February  15  acquainting  Mr.  Peterson  with 
this  end  of  his  new  territory. 
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Walter  Kalthegener,  an  exchange  teacher  from  Essen,  Germany, 
now  located  at  Lyman,  Wyoming,  schools,  and  Arthur  Moedl  of  Lyman 
who  brought  him  to  the  park,  spent  February  17  and  18  in  the  park  and 
were  acquainted  with  the  park  in  general  at  the  Chief  Park  Naturalist's 
office  and  were  shown  along  the  northern  part  of  the  park  from  Mammoth 
to  the  northeast  entrance  by  District  Ranger  Grimm  and  also  spent  some 
time  talking  with  Acting  Superintendent  Hamilton  and  Chief  Ranger  Brown. 

Dr.  Don  C.  Quimby  of  Montana  State  College  and  three  wildlife 
students  were  in  the  park  February  20  and  Biologist  Kittams  conducted 
them  over  the  winter  elk  range  and  acquainted  them  with  wildlife  problems. 

Earl  Nelson  of  Universal  International  News,  Seattle,  Washington, 
entered  the  park  at  West  Yellowstone  by  snowplane  February  23  and  again 
on  the  27th  to  get  photographs  of  the  area  from  there  to  Old  Faithful 
for  a  news  reel. 

Earl  Theisen  and  Jack  Star,  Photographers  for  LOOK  Magazine, 
entered  at  West  Yellowstone  by  snowplane  on  the  23rd  to  cover  the  Old 
Faithful  area. 

Wildlife  Activities.  BUFFALO  REDUCTION.  Indian  butchers  from 
the  Northern  Cheyenne  Agency,  Lame  Deer,  Montana,  arrived  at  Lamar 
February  3.  Fifty-two  buffalo  were  shot  at  the  Crystal  Creek  trap  and 
were  turned  over  to  them  to  fill  their  allotment. 

ELK  REDUCTION.  The  hunting  season  for  the  Northern  Yellowstone 
elk  herd,  in  Park  County,  Montana,  closed  February  15  after  having  been 
reopened  January  20,  with  only  302  having  been  checked  through  the 
Corwin  Springs  Checking  Station  because  of  weather  unfavorable  for 
migration  and  hunting.  With  60  reported  for  the  early  season  October  15 
to  November  15  and  60  estimated  by  Montana  State  Fish  and  Game  Department 
as  killed  in  the  Gardiner  vicinity  by  local  residents  and  not  checked 
out,  the  total  hunter  kill  for  this  herd  is  422.  Seventy-four  elk 
trapped  in  the  park  and  hauled  out  into  open  hunting  territory  during 
the  hunting  season  were  presumably  included  in  the  total  taken  by  hunters. 

On  February  8,  shooting  on  the  open  range  was  started.  One 
hundred  seventeen  animals  were  shot  during  the  week  of  February  8-12, 
44  of  which  were  dressed  by  National  Park  Service  crews  and  the  remainder 
by  Indian  crews  and  all  carcasses  turned  over  to  various  Indian  agencies. 
Shooting  was  again  started  February  23  and  continued  until  the  26th 
during  which  time  54  were  killed  and  turned  over  to  the  Northern  Cheyenne 
Indians  of  Lame  Deer,  Montana. 

On  February  20,  50  live  elk  (3  bulls,  36  cows  and  11  calves) 
were  turned  over  to  Robert  L.  Brashears  of  Chama,  New  Mexico,  to  be 
hauled  by  truck  and  released  at  the  G.  H.  Vaughn  ranch  near  there.  We 
were  informed  they  went  through  without  loss.  Ten  cow  elk  were  trans- 
ported to  the  National  Bison  Range  at  Moiese,  Montana,  by  the  State  of 
Montana  on  February  25. 
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Elk  reduction  for  the  northern  Yellowstone  herd  for  the 
season  to  date  is  as  follows;  live  shipments  153?  accidental  deaths 
in  trapping  6,  direct  control  in  the  park  171,  and  hunter  kill  422, 
total  reduction  752. 

Range.  Biologist  Kittams  observed  that  nexf  snow  approximately 
balanced  off  that  lost  by  melting  on  much  of  the  range  so  there  was 
little  change  in  snow  cover,  except  for  lessened  depths  due  to  settling, 
during  the  month.  At  the  end  of  February  most  of  the  critical  range  in 
the  Yellowstone  and  Gallatin  drainages  was  devoid  of  old  snow.  Light 
snowfalls  have  covered  critical  sectors  for  only  short  periods.  Snow 
remaining  on  portions  of  ranges  exposed  to  wind  is  so  hard  that  animals 
are  not  pawing  through  it  for  forage.  However,  in  protected  locations, 
especially  on  north  slopes,  snow  is  still  soft  enough  so  animals  can 
paw  it  aside  to  forage. 

Elk  in  both  the  Yellowstone  and  Gallatin  drainages  have  dropped 
to  fair  flesh  condition.  Indications  are  that  they  will  suffer  a 
shortage  of  forage  until  melting  of  snow  makes  forage  on  non-critical 
range  available.  The  elk  on  both  ranges  are  widely  scattered  in  small 
bands  as  they  were  a  month  ago. 

Forest  Fire  Protection.  Regional  Forester  Child s  was  in  the 
park  during  the  week  of  February  15  to  19  to  discuss  forestry  and 
protection  matters  for  the  coming  season.  Revisions  of  the  fire  fighting 
plan  and  the  new  fire  organization  were  discussed.  Training  of  Indian 
fire  fighting  crews  was  also  brought  up  and  it  is  planned  that  the  Park 
Service  will  assist  the  Forest  Service  and  Indian  Service  in  the  train- 
ing of  crews  in  the  Billings  area. 

Trails .  A  new  bench  grinder  was  ordered  as  part  of  the  equip- 
ment in  the  trail  sign  shop.  Due  to  personnel  being  engaged  in  other 
activities,  no  work  was  done  in  the  trail  sign  shop  during  the  month. 
Six  new  trail  maps  are  being  completed.  Many  applications  are  being 
received  from  men  desiring  trail  work  for  this  coming  season  and  it 
appears  that  a  fair  nucleus  of  last  year's  men  will  be  returning. 
Selection  of  applicants  for  the  trail  crew  has  been  delayed  pending  a 
new  classification  on  trail  maintenance  men. 

Blister  Rust  Control .  A  1953  model  Dodge,  lj-tone  stake 
truck  was  received  February  15.  This  truck  was  transferred  from  Rocky 
Mountain  National  Park  for  use  on  our  blister  rust  program.  It  will  be 
fitted  with  seats,  racks,  ramps  and  removable  canvas  cover  so  as  to  be 
suitable  for  carrying  men  as  well  as  for  transporting  horses  and  mules. 
Next  summer's  blister  rust  control  program  xras  reviexved  with  Regional 
Forester  Childs  when  he  was  in  the  park. 

Ranch  and  Corral  Operations.  Packer  Foreman  Condie  continued 
reconditioning  riding  and  pack  equipment  for  next  summer's  use.  Assistant 
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Animal  Keeper  Kimberlin  has  been  gentling  and  giving  additional  training 
to  the  young  horses  that  will  be  assigned  for  work  next  summer.  The 
horse  and  mule  herd  was  fed  hay  all  month  with  only  those  being  trained 
or  needing  special  attention  being  fed  any  grain. 

Accidents  and  Public  Safety.  A  car  and  truck  collision  on 
Divide  Creek  curve,  17  miles  north  of  West  Yellowstone  on  the  Gallatin 
road,  on  the  9th  resulted  in  estimated  damage  of  $800  to  the  car  driven 
by  Charles  H.  Bell  of  Bozeman,  Montana,  and  $1,500  damage  to  the  truck 
driven  by  Alden  I.  Blain  of  Centerville,  Utah.  Too  much  speed  for  pre- 
vailing road  conditions  on  the  part  of  one  the  drivers  was  reportedly 
the  cause  of  the  accident. 

An  empty  car  transport  truck  ran  into  a  Montana  State  snowplow 
on  the  Gallatin  road,  24  miles  north  of  West  Yellowstone,  during  a  snow 
squall  on  the  27th.  Damage  to  the  transport  truck,  driven  by  Raymond 
Keehn  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  was  estimated  at  $1,500,  Mr.  Keehn  also 
received  cuts  about  the  face  and  right  hand.  Damage  to  the  snow  plow, 
driven  by  "Pete"  Austin  Bailey,  was  about  $200. 

Law  Enforcement.  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  Agent  Mason 
Melvin  from  Butte,  Montana,  visited  the  office  on  law  enforcement  matters 
on  the  12th. 

Deaths.  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Tatum  of  Billings,  Montana,  father  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Somerville,  passed  away  in  Billings  February  11  due  to  a 
heart  attack.  The  Somervilles  went  to  Billings  upon  word  of  his  death 
and  attended  the  funeral  services  there  on  the  15th. 

Jack  Croney,  former  long-time  employee  of  the  Yellowstone  Park 
Company,  passed  away  February  14  at  Pocatello,  Idaho,  where  his  funeral 
services  were  held  February  17,  Mr.  Croney  first  came  to  the  park  in 
1910  and  was  employed  with  the  Monida  and  Yellowstone  Stage  Company  and 
for  approximately  30  years  he  worked  for  the  Boat  Division  of  the 
Yellowstone  Park  Company.  The  Croney s  spent  the  winters  of  1936-46  as 
winterkeepers  at  Old  Faithful  Inn.  They  left  the  park  in  1948. 

Marriages.  William  C.  Mardis,  Carpenter,  and  Orvelle  ("Jo") 
Higby  of  Gardiner,  who  has  been  employed  in  the  park  seasonally  at 
various  post  offices,  were  married  February  20  at  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  Livingston. 

Dale  H.  Nuss,  Park  Ranger,  and  Lou  Berne  Winberg  of  Warren, 
Minnesota,  an  employee  at  the  Mammoth  Grill  in  1952,  were  married  at 
Warren  on  February  20. 

Personnel .  Otto  M.  Brown,  Chief  Park  Ranger,  returned  February 
2  from  two  weeks'  military  training  at  Camp  Hale,  Colorado. 
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Gene  F.  McLeod,  Property  and  Supply  Clerk  in  the  Fiscal. 
Office,  resigned  at  the  close  of  February  26  to  resume  work  the  first 
of  March  as  seasonal  Carpenter  v/ith  the  National  Park  Service. 

William  A.  Olson,  Painter,  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
Painter  Foreman  effective  February  28. 

Warren  2>.  Hotchkiss,  Time,  Leave  and  Payroll  Supervisor, 
GS-5,  was  selected  as  Personnel  Assistant,  GS-7?  in  the  Southwestern 
National  Monuments  office  at  Globe,  Arizona,  and  will  report  for  duty 
March  22. 

Miscellaneous .  The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  Federal  Employees 
Union  No.  4o5  walTheld  February  1  in  the  Canteen,  followed  by  a  lunch 
and  cardplaying 

The  monthly  meeting  and  annual  election  of  officers  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Government  Employees  was  held  in  the  Canteen 
February  8.  Thomas  Gray  was  elected  President;  William  G.  Armstrong, 
Vice-President;  Lester  C.  Abbie,  Secretary- Treasurer;  and  Herman  R. 
Biastoch,  Guard. 


Warren  F.  Hamilton 
Acting  Superintendent 
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